CHRISTIANI

Introduction

istory is the study of the past and is

broadly divided into three periods—
Ancient, Medieval and Modern. We have
already studied about the Ancient Period
which was the time of the rise and fall of
civilizations and dynasties. Let us discuss
about the Medieval Period in this chapter.

The word ‘Medieval’ comes from the Latin
word ‘medi’ which means ‘middle’ and ‘er’
which means ‘age’. So, the word ‘Medieval
literally means ‘of the middle age’. In the
context of India, Medieval Period is the time
between ap 8th and 18th century divided
into two—Early Medieval Period (an 8th—
12th century) and Later Medieval Period
(ap 13th-18th century). The Medieval Period
begins with the establishment of the Delhi
Sultanates and ends with the entry of the
East India Company and fall of the Mughal
Empire. In the history of Europe, the time
between ap 5th century and 15th century is
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known as the Medieval Period or the Middle
Ages. The beginning of this period is marked
by the fall of the Roman Civilization and
continues till the beginning of Renaissance.

Birth of Christianity

hristianity is the religion of over two billion

people in the world but the faith began as
a small movement. By the middle of the 1st
century Bee, Romans had conquered most of
the Western world and had firmly established
a huge Roman Empire, ending the Greek
rule and the reign of the Hasmonean dynasty
in Israel. They conquered Palestine and
began their rule over the Jews. Around 40 BCE,
Herod was declared the ‘King of the Jews' by
the Roman Senate. But Herod was never
accepted by the Jewish people because of
the injustices meted by him on them. He
was L;niust and oppressive. The people of
Palestir;e were disheartened and were !mlr.ling
for a saviour, and they found their messiah

in Jesus Christ.
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Birth of Jesus

uring the reign of Caeser Augusius, o
Drensus was ordered under which all Jews
were asked to go buck to the town of their
ancestors, Joseph, who belonged to the royal
family of King David, went to Jerusalem with
hiz pregnant wife Mary, They did not find
any place to spend the night and had lo stay
in a stable where Mary gave birth to a boy,
The boy, Jesus, grew up in Nazareth in
(ralilee,

It iz believed that Jesus was baptized at the
age of 30. He fasted and meditated for 40 days
and hegan his ministry. He went to nearby
towns Lo preach, He and his 12 loyal disciples
travelled throughout Galilee, Peaple were
attracted to his teachings and his powers of
healing the sick and diseased. They beecame
his followers. His followers helioved that he
was the “Son of God’, who would bring peace
to the world and lead mankind away from
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COOD TO KNOW
The region of Palestine, a geographi,
region between the Mediterranean Seq and
the Jordan River (modern-day Isragl gy
Paleatine), 15 the birthplace of Judajsg
and Chrigtianity, T is situated at a stratopic
point between Kurope, Asia and Africa,
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cvil, His followers called him Chirist, a Groek
word meaning ‘the chosen one’ hecausze they
helieved that Jesus was chosen by God to be

| 1fis messenger. In time, the followers of Jesus

came to be known as Christians,

Hain Teachings of Jesus

hrough his sermons, Jesus taughi his

Gospels Lo people. "Gospel’ 1s a Greek word
which mesns ‘good news’ and his message
was of love, hope and salvation. He taught
hiz ollowers to be humble, pure in heart and
forpiving, His messape Lo Lhem was of devetion
to God and kindness towards cach other, Tle
asked people to have faith, attend Lo those
i need or pain and bless those who curged
Lhem. He wanted his followers to be forgiving
i their thoughts and actions.

The main religious ledders of that time were
the Pharisees. Their aim was Lo stoctly follow
the Jewish religious laws, The other group was
ol seribes who studied law and expounded it
While the common man found his messial in
desus, the Pharisees and the scribes opposed
him slrongly. Jesus's growing reputation as
a healer and miracle worker increaged their
hatred for him. They werc upszet beeause he

Why are people apainsl = new)
H) deafideolngy? Ave they scared or
~4 o they feel threatened? Disenss,

criticized thelr traditions snd seruples. He
called himself the son of God and mingled
with the lowest of the seeicty,

The Jewish leaders got in tonch with the
Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate, Jesus Christ
was arrested and later sentenced to death
by erueifixion. Jesus's sufferings and laler
death by crucifixion iz the base of Christian
doctrines of salvation and atonement. The
body of Jesus was put in a new tomb and on
the third day the tomb was found empty by his
diseiples. It is belicved that Jesus rose from

Relipiows Heads Opposing Jesus

Scmrread with CamSGoarms



Crucifixion of Jesus

dead. Christians celebrate the resurrection

of Jesus on Easter Sunday, two days after
Good Friday,

Life and teachings of Jesus made a huge
impact on people. His followers believed that
he suffered for their sins and died for them,
He was their saviour who had come to end
their sufferings and lead them to the kingdom
of God. His four disciples John, Mark, Luke
and Mathew wrote a]] about his life, teachings,
crucifixion, burial and resurrection in what
are collectively known as ‘Gospels’,

While the Gospels of John and Luke end after
stories related to the resurrection of Jesus, the
Gospels of Mark and Mathew state that Jesus
commuissioned his diseiples to go out into the
world and spread his word. His teachings were
spread throughout Palestine by his disciples.
The most notable among them was Peter gp
Saint Peter, who is recognised as the leader
of disciples or Apostles. He was responsible

&

Resurrection

for converting non-Jews to Bhristi&nit}'_
Saint Paul, who was earlier a Pharisee, was
an important exponent of Christianity, He
travelled throughout the Roman empire and
spread the word of Jesus. He also established
the fundamentals of Christianity which were
based on the teachings of Christ. Paul spread
the message of Christianity based on faith in
desus. Anyone could follow Christianity and
attain salvation. He laid the groundwork on
which the religion was later built. As more
and more non-Jews became Christians,
Christianity gradually became a new and
independent religion, This did not go wel
with the Roman emperors and Christians
were persecuted.

In ap 312, Constantine won a major battle
and claimed the throne. In ap 313, EmP‘E_"“T
Constantine Dfﬁtiaﬂy legalised ﬂht'istiﬂmt-_'r-
He also played an active and important role "
building leadership of the Christian Chureh

—
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He built a new imperial capital at the site
of the ancient Greek city of Byzantium (now
Istanbul) and built churches within city walls.
The capital was shifted from Rome to this
new city which was called New Rome' but
was later named Constantinople.

In the Council of Priests at Nicaea, decisions
regarding Christ's divinity were taken which
formed the basis for all Church doctrines from
then onwards. Constantine died in ap 337

5t PotePs Chnrch, Rome

but Christianity continued to grow. By the
end of 4th century, the number of Christians
was estimated to be 6 million. Christianity
became the official religion of Rome and the
Pope (Bishop of St Peter’s Church in Rome)
became a spiritual power in the world and a
political power over Europe.

VALUE LEARNING

What should be our behaviour with others?
What values does Christianity lay stress on?

Timeline
4 BCE AD B4 AD 25'}“26[’ AD 311 AD 325
Ig::ﬁ :{1 Fplre EF Rome— Major persecutions  Gallienus Council
% ; ersecution by by Decius and  issues Edict of of
Nero Valerian Toleration Nicaea
AD 30 AD T0-100 o
Crueifixion Gospel D EGE. A 312, : an E_FEE :
of Jesus Spels Persecution  Battle of Milvian Christianity
written by Diocletian Bridge—Conversion becomes official
of Constantine to religion of
Christianity Roman Empire

@
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RBenaissatee yowival of inleres

senate: state council
Mored: harah treatment
Mirviatry: pricsthoad
Judaism: religion ot Jewa
Sormons: fall oo roeligloes or moral subjeets
Sulvation: soures or MeEuns of helng
SQeruples: valuos

Crucifixion: an gncent form nf
Doctrines: aet of beliefs, ideclogy

¥ 15 &AL

¢ Medieval means ‘of the middle age’.
In Luropc the medieval history iz the
period between 51h and 16th century, It
started wilh the end of Roman Civilization
and continued till the beginning of the
Renaissance period,

By ihe 1st century, Romans had most
of Furope under their contrel including
Falestine, Herod was made the King of
Jewrs but was not. accopted by them as he
ill-lreated hiz people.

During the reign of Caesar Augustus a
consus was ordercd for which all Jews had
lo go back to the town of thelr ancestors,
Joseph, who was from the line of King
David went to Jerusalem with his pregnant
wite. They could not find a place Lo spend
the night and had to spend it in a slable.
Jesus was born that night.

He was baptised at the age of 30 and
started preaching in Galilee, Tlis messages
and gentle nature attracted many people
and they hecame his followers. They

believed that he would bring peace to the
world,

tpralkure

sawerd from hoerm

weeytinn in which o persen wad nailed or bouned Lo o cros
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s His popularity increased and thatl angered

ithe religious heads who complained to the
Roman Governor, Jesus was tried angd
given a punishment of death hy crucifixion.
Josuz was crucified and his body was
put in a tomb. On the third day, hi:
dizeiples [ound the tomb empty. This day
iz celebrated as the day of resurrection of
Jesns.

As per Gospels written by four of his
disciples, he told them to go out into the
world and spread his message of love
and faith. 8t Paul and St Peter were the
two most notable diseiples who did much
to spread Christianity and ensure its
continuity,

In 4n 313, Emperor Constantine declared
Christianity as a legal religion, [e built
a new city with churches and eneouraged
Christianity,

In an 325, at the couneil meeting in Nicaed
decisions were taken ahout Christial
doctrines and eventually Rome and th?

Pope became the spiritual and politic?!
power,
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1. Fill in the blanks.
(a) Roman Senate declared «....ciumsrmioan

(b} A census was ordered during the reign of ... ,

as the King of Jews.

(¢) Jesus was born in s in Galilee,
(d) Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus on ..oiiiinicannnn, ,
(£) EmMpPeror .....c.amsrmsirenans legalized Christianity.

2, Match the following,

(a) Religious heads (i) Israel

(b} Hasmonean Dynasty (i) Apostle

{c) Chosen one (1i1) Pharisee

(d) 5t Peter (iv) Constantinople
(e} New Home (v) Christ

3. Write true or false.
(a) Joseph was made the King of Jews.

(b} The most notable disciple of Jesus is Mathew.

(e} The Jewish leaders approached the Roman Emperor Constantine to fix Jesus. ....

(d} Roman Emperor, Pontius Pilate, officially legalised Christianity.

(e} The Pope became a spiritual power in the world.

4. Define the following.
(a) Renaissance (b) Judaism

(¢} Crucifixion id) Sermons

{e) Doectrines

3. Answer the following questions in brief (40-50 words).
(a} What do you understand by the term ‘Medieval’? Explain.

(b} Why was Jesus born in Jerusalem?

(c) Why is the Council of Nicaea important in Christian history?

(d} What are Gospels?

(e} Why was Jesus erucified?

() What were the roles of Peter and Paul in spreading Christianity?

@
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6. Wrile in detail.

fa] Write about Jesus's ministry. e
(b} What was the contribution of € anatantine n popularising Christianity?

(¢} Discuss the festivals associated with Chr istianity.

1. Look at the picture given below and answer the following questions.

== 1. Name the church. Where js {4 1ﬂl‘at¢
e

legalized Christianity. l

3. Name the imperial capita] hu,]L-.
the EMperor Lnn&t.mtmn “-}ll;‘I'E 53
lacated?

2. Identify the picture and answer the following questions,

fa) Which religious leader is being
shown here?

(b} What is bheing depicied in the
imaga?

(c) When is this day celebrated?

Project work
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Introduction

Medieva! Europe relers (o Lthe historieal
period between the Sth eentury, when
the ancient Roman Empire collapsed, and
14th century, when Renaissance began.

Map nol 12 ssa

Decline of Ancient Roman Empire

he Roman Empire collapsed and smaller
lingdoms were established by barbarians,
peaple who were culturally and economically
backward. The period hetween the 5th and

Evramine Empire

Burape in the Dark Ages

CE
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Lhe Bih centuries is alao relereed Lo as the
‘Dark Ages' beeause of the ingtability of these

kingdoms,

Barbarian Invasions and their Impact on
Europe

he constant invasions by Lhe Huns from

Central Asia wealkonod Lthe borders of

Westorn FBurope, The Gothe, who had settled
into the Roman tervitories, invaded and moved
further into the land. The Goths, the Balkans
and the Franks are reforred Lo as ‘Barharians’.
These Barbarians entered all eities of Europe
including Rome, The weakened political and
economic Koman Empire was no mateh and it
linally collapsed. Az a result of these repeated
invasions, lurope beeame rural. These tribos
took over all of Western Eurape, Howover,
these tribes brought with them different
tribal eultures and ethnic traditions—oral and
artistic, and epic poetry, This had a strong
impact on the future and laid {he foundation
for what Europe was to become later.

Tiie Bearborions

Byzantium: Birth of a New Empire

he Western Empire fell hut the Kastern
Empire survived for another millennium,
The Eastern Empire or Byzantine Empire
had its capital in Constantinople, During
this time, it continued to exisl as the Roman
Empire and was considered to be the most

@

GOODITO [¥NOWI

The Goths were people from East {-;L‘I'nj

; . dy
antl played an important role in the fal] of k.
g

Woestorn Fm rﬂ s,

powerful political and ceonomie fores !
Europe, Justinian I, who reigned from AD B9
till an 565 re-conquered Italy, North Afre
anid Rome and the empire was stpe

tehed 1;
its greatoest extent.

During this period, the Roman Chur
cmerged as a powerful and Centralis,,
institution of greal wealth and influenes ove
Euwropean politice. Since the medieval e
wag illiterate, churches became importay
centres of learning, art and science. Thi
helped them to extend their influence me
the general populace which by that tin
was predominantly Christian, Christiani:
hrought people together, In a span of a0
vears, most Europeans had been converte
to Christianity,

Monasteries and Their Impact

In Medieval Europe, Church was the onl

source of authority and it was so powerfu
that even kings could not go against it. Mos
of Kurope was united under Christianits
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people of different customs, Epr_*itkilng different
Janguages had a common identity—that of
being a Christian. There were churches even
in the remotest villages. It was the duty of
the priest or the clergymen {o preach to the
community and help needy peo ple.

gome orthodox priests, who were known
as monks, lived in monastries away [rom
the people. They had strict laws and codes
of conduet which they had to abide by. They
spent their time in studying seriptures and
serving mankind. Women monks were called
nuns and lived separately in nunneries or
convents. Monks and nuns could not marry
and they lived a simple and strict life.

Monks and monasteries became very popular
and their influence increased in due time.
Most of the rich and powerful families
established their own monasteries which led
to the integration of monasteries into power
structures of medieval European society.
Monasteries started out as simple structures
but grew in wealth and power as more
people joined them. Generally, a monastery
comprized of a church, dining room, kitchen,
dormitory and a visitor area. The larger ones
even had a school, hospital and a library. The
buildings were surrounded by gardens, grain
fields and a mill where the monks worked so
the monastery was self-reliant.

Monasteries provided shelter to travellers and
gave food and clothes to poor people. They
also tended to the sick and wounded people.
Monks and nuns spent regular hours praying,
meditating and studying the Bible and spent
the rest of their time in manual labour for the
upkeep and subsistence of the monastery,

Monasteries were also responsible for copying
manuscripts and preserving them as there
was no other source of printing the old records,

"'Kﬁ" -:.| - S - .. .-

The Firet Crosode led by Richard, the Lionhear

What could be the reasons for
@} men H.I"H:.E wWomen to hl’."l:ﬂ'l]'.l.E
=AY monks or nuns respectively?
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Copies of the Bible were also made the same
way—writing them by hand.

Emergence of the Turks and the Crusades

n the late 11th eentury, the control of the
holy eity of Jerusalem went into the hands
of Seljulkk Turks. They not just persecuted
the Christians but alse stopped them from
entering Jerusalem. When the Byzantine
Empire was threatened by them, it sent

€
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envoys to the Pope for help. The Pope called
for a crusade or holy war to recapture the
Holy Land. The term, erusade, given to holy
wars comes from the old French word ‘croi
meaning cross. A crusade consisting of 4,000
mounted knights and 25,000 infantry started
moving towards the East. They captured
Nicaea and Antioch Citadel. On 14 July,
1099, the crusaders achieved their aim and
Jerusalem was back in Christian hands. Five
small states were set up under the rule of the
leader of the crusade.

There were a total of nine crusades—the first
four were called the major crusades and the
next four were the minor crusades. The last
one was a children's crusade which finally led
to the decline of crusades. These wars and
the movement of crusaders between Asia and
Europe continued for 200 years. In 1291, Acre,
the last city under the control of the crusaders,
fell in the hands of Mamluk Turks. This was
the end of erusades and crusaders.

These crusades were an important factor in
the progress of civilization. They brought
changes which paved way for modern period
of polities, trade and transport and famous
voyages to the Holy Land,

Timeline
Justinian is Charlemagne iz
crowned Emperor CTowned I]'m HD].].I'
of Byzantine Roman Emperor
German tribes French defeat William the
control most of Muslims at the Conqueror takes
Eurape Battle of Tours over England

|

WALUESLEARMNING
Why do people travel to holy places? 1y

help them to understand their cultura )

A i i |
increase their ‘sense of belonging? "

The crusades helped to extend the reach

Western Civilization and Chr‘iatianit;,r, T
Church gained power and wealth apg lhl'
power of the Pope inereased further. t

During these crusades, the crusaders it -
with new cultures that were refined gyy
as the Greeks. They incorporated map;
elements of their culture into their mqr;
There was increase in demand for luxyp
goods and transportation which resulted i
setting up of new trade links between wes
and east. The economy of Europe was boostsd
as shipbuilding and manufacturing activiti
increased. .

The crusaders learnt about medicine, sciens
and the use of punpowder. .

There was a new interest in travel and
learning in Europe. This was the beginninge
revival of education, learning and art, whic
paved the way for the Renaizsance.

King John of Constantinoplé |
Enpland signs the EEJI‘,'aJls £ umﬂ
; Magna Carta . Ottoman Tuﬂﬂ
First erusade | I|
15 launched Black Death
breaks out in
Italy

=D

: | |
|mnuu||wlﬂoo| |.gn1130-0|

Scmrread with CamSGoarms



VOCABULARYE

Harbarian: & homan who is pereeived to be sither primitive or uncivilized
Predominantly: mainly, mostly

Dribodox: conservative, traditional

Monasteries: building eecupicd by monks living under religious vows

Integration: conselidation, merger
Subsistence: maintaining or supporting enczelf
Persecuted: oppressed, mistreated

The period between 5th and 15th conturies
iz called the Middle Ages of Europe. This
was the time when the Roman Empire fell
in Western Europe.

Constant invasions Dby the Barbarians
weakened Europe and it became rural. The
penad till Sth century i= alzo called “The
Dark Ages'.

Western Europe fell bul the Eastern
Roman Empire survived till ap 1500 with
Constantinople as the new Roman capital.

The Church grew more powerful as it was
the only unifying foree for people speaking
different languages and having different
customs and traditions, Also as the
common man was illiterate, churches
became impoertant ecntres for learning and
education.

Friests or clergymen lived among
communities and preached and helped
people. The more conservative priests
renounced worldly comforts and lived in
seclusion in monasteries as monks. Women
monks were called nuns and they lived
separately in nunneries,

=i = bl e e

Monasteries gave sheller to travellers
and also tended to the wounded and sick,
Monks also copied the Bible and other
important books by hand as there was= no
gource of printing.

In the late 11th century, Turks captured
Jerusalem and stopped Christians from
entering the Holy City, They also threatoned
the Eastern Empire. The Pope called
for crusades or Holy Wars to recapture
Jerusalem.

In the next 200 years, there were
comstanl wars between the Muslims and
the Christians and ninc crusades were
fought during this peried. [inally, the
last city under the eruzaders fell in the
hands of the Muslims (Mamluk Turks) and
this ended the crusades,

Thesc erusades helped Europeans discover
gunpowder, science, medicines and new
trade. All these helped in the progress,
and there was a renewed interest in

art and culture, This paved the way for
Renaissanee.
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1. Fill in the blanks.

N - - . Ty 1 -".'. b .r'-{. ol o
k by (Gothe, Balkans 2nd Franks is alsg referrod b s : _

b
ia) The attat irirg
& e
v ! Epr 3 ey § = 1T .
(b The monks lived away from people in .....ovv.v.
1 ¥ -t e
x . Tk o s A £y 18 el e
(¢} The period between 5th and Bth centuries ix alse referred b oy ok,
L 1
1L Wit neds of | . )

id) The control of the holy city of Jerusslem went

L L LT E I Tt

2 Tick (¥) the correct aption.
(a) Justinian MJustin I stretehed the Roman Empire to its greates Etaint
‘bi The Church was the enly/main soures of authority in Medievs] Etsruge,
{e) Monks lived in villages/monasteries.
id) There were a total of 8/9 crusades,

e

(e) The first four crusades were called major/minor crussdes

3. Write true or false,
la) Collapse of the Roman Empire marked the end of the Middle Ages.

(b} Barbarians were called crusaders, ARV
¢} Nuns eould only marry monks, s
d} Monzsteries tended to the sick and wounded people, PR e

'e) Churches were centres for art, learning and sefence. 0000 . - o

4. define the fr.:ﬂﬂwing.
(2] Henaizzanpees th) Barharian

fcl Nu
| Nuns fd) Monks

=
e
-

f‘m_twﬁr the following questions in brief (40-30 words),
'a) Write a short pote On crusades.

i - 2

b) What rgle did monasteries play in politics?

lc} How diq monks spend their daw

i ;
L1y .:IJ;:]T-:!.L I'jﬂ :rrlrl-u ;‘:”".i'--';' ﬂ.F:r’JI'_.I‘T_ 1}[-‘2 Frd_':_

tern Empire?
‘el What i= the ‘Dap

I A 3
g

T} How dig i1, o
1, 'r.“rj ‘I‘.]'IF_.r r:.h'_]!':}] h","‘:r__lmf_l_ In":.lrF‘ pu-?r‘_rruii:.

‘-_l--__-_'—'——.____
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6. Write in detail.
(a) What was the impact of crusades on Europe?

{b) Write a note on monasteries.
{e) What happened in Europe in the Middle Ages?

1. Look at the picture given below and answer the following questions,
(a) What is this person doing?

(b} What is he called?

(¢) Where did this person live?

2. Identify the image.

(a) Who is being depicted here? N b

'fh} What part of Eurupg did : i, 4 \ L i i p. ..;;_:',‘ﬂ - +. -;11"
they overtake? TN S g - ‘
I ey ’ R ﬂy ; -'n* -m
(e} Which important SR N — T -I._
European city was L A R o (I
completely overtaken by WO s s
them? AT e S T, 2D, ' rf‘
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You learned in the chapter 1

1AL tnl} e
became centres of science an, "
. . r

tr_'h.
- g 1 letimning 1
1% &n example ofit. Gregor Mendel (1gg, o8
wak amaonk in Augrustinian Abbey S
in Broo, Moravia rieginn '\'.'iihi'n th
(11
= n'l".-"._

Czech Republich whers he worked 5
i H#5 g beae

In his spare time, Meoende| experiment,.

pea plants and noted down the chus.: 3
concluded that genes come i ]':H'zr-; E_r.
inherited as distinct units, pne Frul.;.:l_!-
parent. He tracked the sepregating o rnr-:-h.

genes and their appearance in the pif,. .
:'" 'l-r\-.; 5

dominant or recessive traits. He recognised the
mathematical patterns of inheritance from one

generation to the next.

i took eight vears for Mendel {o complete the
genetic experiments. During this period, he
grew more than 10,000 pea plants, keeping
track of progeny number and type. Mendel
published his results in 1865, He is known as
‘Father of Geneties',

Project work
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